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at work by emancipation and the waste of the war is still in progress. 
The years from 1865 to 1872 are only the beginning; and their only 
unity lies in the political abnormality that ceased in 1872. Reconstruc- 
tion in Georgia meant a wider democratization of society. The way was 
opened to the middle class; other kinds of wealth than land and slaves 
became the basis of social prestige. "The reconstruction period was 
followed by shifting, not only in class dominance, but also in sectional 
dominance. The center of influence moved further to the uplands, 
with growing importance of the Piedmont region, at the expense of 
the cotton-belt." Reconstruction brought about a greater social de- 
mocracy; the white was freed, as well as the black. But the process 
was painful and costly to the last degree. 

The book is provided with a good table of contents, but unfortunately 
lacks an index. 

J. H. T. McPheeson. 

A History of Indiana from its Exploration to 1850. By Logan 
Esaeey, Ph.D., Instructor in Western History, Indiana Uni- 
versity. (Indianapolis: W. K. Stewart Company. 1915. Pp. 

ix, 515) 

On the eve of the one hundredth anniversary of the admission of 
Indiana to statehood it is opportune that there should appear a history 
which shows the product of much original research, and which has 
been brought together in the modern historical spirit. Probably no 
field of American history has been so neglected as that of the separate 
states. This is particularly true of Indiana, and the field is still open 
for a history that will cover the whole period, since Mr. Esarey's con- 
tribution closes with 1852. 

The history of Indiana as one of the frontier states is suggestive 
of the distinctive part which the frontier has played in the warp and 
woof of American history. An added appreciation of the history of 
Indiana will give a new appreciation of our nation's development, par- 
ticularly as the one hundredth year of her history coincides with the 
great national era. 

In his preface, Mr. Esarey points out the difficulties which one now 
meets in investigating the historical data concerning Indiana and he 
states that he has traced his facts to primary sources and has excluded 
from his book many traditional stories popularly regarded as substan- 
tial history but which have been found to be without historical founda- 
tion. The text of 490 pages is divided into twenty-one chapters. Chap- 
ter I. is given to the French period. The English period is treated in 
chapter II. and the conquest by Virginia, during the Revolutionary 
War, is described in chapter III. The closing campaigns of the 
Revolution as they are related to this region furnish the subject-matter 
of chapter IV. and chapter V. deals with the Indian wars, 1790-1796. 
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Chapter VI. consists of a history of the government of the Northwest 
Territory and chapter VII. is devoted to Indiana Territory, 1800-1816. 
Chapter VIII. treats of Indiana's relation to the War of 1812, and 
chapter IX. gives the transition from the territory to statehood. The 
remaining chapters tell the history of the state from 1816 to 1852. 
Chapter X. relates to the state government at Corydon. Chapter XL 
traces the economic development from 1825 to 1835; and the beginnings 
of religious and educational activities are outlined in chapter XII. 
Politics from 1825 to 1840 is described in chapter XIII. and a history of 
the removal of the Indians from the state is given in chapter XIV. 
The survey and sale of public lands in the state is discussed in chapter 
XV. ; the subject of internal improvements in which Indiana was so 
greatly engaged is well presented in chapter XVI. ; and the second and 
third state banks of Indiana furnish the subject-matter for chapter 
XVII. Chapter XVIII., entitled the Pioneers and their Social Life, 
is one of the best in the book. It gives a plain, matter-of-fact account 
of the early life and conditions in the state. Indiana's part in the 
Mexican War is treated in chapter XIX., and the history of the con- 
stitutional convention of 1850 is given in chapter XX. The last chap- 
ter is devoted to Indiana politics from 1840 to 1852. 

One cannot help regretting that the author has closed his history 
at such an early date, especially since Dillon in his history of Indiana 
published in 1858 covered so thoroughly the territorial period. 

The style of the author is clear and direct, but somewhat heavy. 
The emphasis is well placed and the subjects are treated with due 
proportion. The institutional history is well covered topically and the 
chapters are subdivided in a way to show the connection with the 
general subject. 

The author has used a great deal of original material but has inter- 
preted it in his own language. He treats the old traditions sympa- 
thetically, but shows that they are largely false, and that the facts do 
not warrant many of the conclusions which the people have made. 
The subject-matter is interspersed with many anecdotes which add 
interest. While the discussion lacks detail yet it is accurate. 

One of the commendable features is the foot-notes, and the author 
has given a brief estimate of the relative value of his authorities which 
is quite worth while. Another very attractive feature of the book is 
the collection of fifteen maps illustrating the development of the state 
to 1852. There is a good summary of the civil institutions of the state. 
The volume is provided with a good bibliography of twelve pages, al- 
though it might to advantage have been made more complete. The 
index could have been improved upon. 

All in all, Mr. Esarey has made a distinct contribution to the his- 
tory of Indiana, and in so doing to the history of the nation, and one 
may hope that he will carry forward the work to a more recent time. 



